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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


On March 28, 2003, 

interviewed at I I place of employment, [_ 


Date of transcription 

^ 


03/30/2003 


was 


UNITED STATES ARMY MEDICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF INFECTIOUS 
DISEAS ES (USAMRIID) , Fort Detrick, Maryland, telephone 


After being advised of the i dentities of the Agents and the 

provided the following 


purpose of the interview, 
information: 


b6 

b7C 


The usual contingent of peo ple from the 


as possible 


were likely in attendance at \_ 

1 listed the^f ollowing individuals 


I BRUCE IVINS. 


f 


addition, i ndividual s from 

attendance.) | did not recall 

Pictures may have been taken during the event . 


J. In 


mav have been in 





Y‘ 



did not interact with 

during ^ 



tenure at USAMRIID and did not recall hearing 

name 



USAMRIID. 


J did not have access to 


at 


suites!" 


been performec Tby 

~~| areas) .| in addition 

to work with attenuated strains (bacteria that do not~~cause 


disease) , have been conducted in Suite 




area) . 


as I I has not been properly 


has not witnessed the aerosol 

challenges conducted in Building 


in the 


Suites 


have been shared with other individual s 
I to Include the following; I k 
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ha^ conducted research strictly in Building 

Investigations using virulent str ains have 

in Suites □ 
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b2 


1 may have 


b7F 

been authorized to access 

I but they did not go into these 



areas. Since the Fall of 2001, access to Suites B3 and B4 has 
become more rest rict ed. There is a large lyophilizer in the hallway 
outside of Suitel I in Building 1425. Everyone in the area would 
notice if it was hnr use . A lyophilizer is not pre sent in either 
Suites □ or □ nor in [ * ' 



contamination were present in 


likely sites would be 


handles to doors and incubators, in addition to controls of 
equipment, where th ere is a high frequency of work conducted with 


organisms , 
offices . 


does not wear gloves in the change room or 


was given 


did not handle 

tne envelopes or letters containing the evidentiary Bacillus 

anthracis (B.a. 1 materials. The* lattara arrived at TTff AMP T TP I 


, did not witness 

the handling of the letters, but believes that BRUCE IVINS [ 


witnessed IVINS 


worked on a letter in Building 1425, Suite B3 


working with the letter in this 


area. A chain of custody exists . documenti ng work conducted on the 
evide ntiary material in Suite B3 


IVINS 
B3 


understands from BRUCE 


initiated the cell count conducted in Suite 


The conflicting stories over the handling of the _ Daschle 
letter are due partly to contamination issues at USAMRIID 


characterized the issue as a problem of perception. The Division 
feels crucified for contaminating an area. In addition, the 
questioning of work plac e practices has been viewed as an attack on 


personal pride. [_ believes that the contamination issues have 

been overly hyped. Improper packaging initially of the Daschle 
letter may have led to the contamination. 
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received □ stock of B.a. Ames from BRUCE IVINS. 
IVINS went back to the original B.a. Ames slant and generated a new 
stock in order to keep the pathogen as clos e to the host as 
possible. IVINS provided his Ames strain to | | in the 

following manner: He retrieved his stock from the freezer, took out 
a loop and plated it on agar. He theq gave the plate to | 


stock. 


of Ames . 


In addition to the B.a. Ames 
recal led obtaining an spore preparation from IVINS 
This material was generated from IVINS ' stock 


qrouiDS workinq toqether. 1 



everyone already 


had their own Ames stocks. Investigators 

in the Bacteriology 


Division used IVINS' Ames stock. 1 

Iwas not sure of the origin 

of the Ames used by 



| derived from the original slant .' 


various B.a. strains 


Ames . 


but not 


does not store much in the way of 'true 1 Ames 

stocks or spore preparations. It would be fairly obvious if vials 
were missing. However, someone could take a loop out without 


notice. With the small volumes of Ames that 
appreciable volume was gone, [ 


numerous stocks of Ames variants . 


I stores 


if an 
stores 


would notice. 

. These materials are visually 
distinct from wild type Ames. 'Normal 1 Ames appears pale gray-, with 
medusa- like colonies, when plated and is not hemolytic. With aging, 
the culture becomes grainy and blebs appear. Ames mutants appear 
yellow in color and display hemolytic activity. If a person did not 
know better, he might mistake the mutant material as not anthrax. 


| ha s never had a reason to generate a large amoun t 

of .B.a. Ames spores . | I 
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submitted Ames samples remaining from this 

study to the FBI repository. 1 

1 recombinant anthrax vaccine 

study, 



was conducted using B.a. 



I 


diagramed the experimental procedure for 

the Agents . A copy of this diagram i s attached and the original is 
maintained in a 1A envelop (FD-340) . I I 


. ] J The vials containing Ames, 

which still remained after this study, were submitted to the FBI 
repository. 


DO 
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The investigators at USAMRIID purchase their own 


supplies . 


b6 
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Large plastic bins are not of practical use for 
work in the laboratory . | | may use these types of 

containers for the storage of files at home. Small plastic boxes 
with gaskets are used for materials that require airtight storage. 
Steel containers and Styrofo am coolers are used for transport of 
materials between buildings . I did not recall observing the 

use of large plastic bins in Building 
these containers were used in Building 


and was not sure if 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 04/ 21/2003 


On 04/ 15 /2003 SA 


accompanied [ 


] 


to □ laboratory located in room | | of building 


I of the U.S. ARMY MEDIC AL RE SEARCH INSTITUTE OF INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES (USAMRIID) to view | | laboratory notebooks. 


In a 3-rincr binder labeled 
SA| | found reference to: 


from 

was 



per milliliter (ml) c 



A 





challenge using Ames spores on 


A 


Renografin density gradient. 

Ames spore preparation made via| ~~| 


A 


sporulation prates . 




and 


Ames spore preparations 

for 




concentration f 


An Ames spore preparation, harvested d uring _ 

Final 


J 


| mirified vial 

and 

1 and combined on 

Final concentration 




04/15/2003 at Fort Detrick, Maryland 


Investigation on 
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A Baci llus anthrac is Ames strain (Ames) spore preparation 
| produced via 


An experiment on | | usinq | [ purification 

of Bacillus anthracis Sterne strain in practice for the 
purification of Bacillus anthracis Vollum and Ames strains. 


] protocol on the purification of spores via a 
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Date of transcription 04/15/2003 


Security-Account Numbed (SSAN) 


date of hixth-T 


1 Social 


telephone!" 


~1 was interviewed at I I place of 


work 


employment. After being advised of the identity of the 
interviewing agents and the nature of t.he interview, 
provided the following information: 



As part of hi 


worked at the 


United States Army Medica l Research Institute for Infections 
Diseases (USAMRIIDlXunde r 


advised that 


at USAMRIIdT 

1 at USAMKS^ ID ,X and in thef 


Iworked in the laboratory of 
was introduced to 


was brought into the I 

eventually given access 5sT the Biosafety Levelf 


suite located in B uilding [ 
in suite access by 


1 a t Fort Detrick. £ 


I 


1 research att~ I involved the development of a 


containment 

] was trained 


facilities in Building 


at USAMRIID were used by] 


|to 
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v T he I Iresearch team working wi thl I at USAMRIID 

consisted of 



Idid not grow | 


advised that 
~|spores 



amount of Ba Ames from 
purified Ames Strain spores rorQ 


^Initially 


usin g Ba Ames Strain, 
obtained \ small 


the primary source of BA Ames u sed 1 
research group . IVINS provided 


needed m ore highly 

advised \hat 


re searc h. j 

Iresearch was BRUCE IV 


prepared spores contained in a 


advised thatl Iwould take a small sa mple of 
spores from the original |~ I 




in a 


stated that | ~| kept the £ 


gasket . | 

refrigerator located on the 


bottle containing 
safety con tainer w hich was sealed by a rubber 
] stored the I 1 in a drawer in th e walk -in 


of Building 


advised that after the renovation of Building 1 412 


was complete m the year 2000 or 2001, | | k 

contai ning deposited Ba Spores in the walk- 


on 


the £ 


of Building 


kept some 
in refrigerator located 
advised that before 


b6 
b7C 
b2 
b 7 F 


the anthrax mailings some researcners kept tiieir items in the 
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refrige rators u sing "inappropriate" containers such as cardboard 


boxes. | | stated that after the mailings administrative 

procedures were tightened and the use of cardboard boxes in the 
refrigerators discontinued. 


. stated that when | | work at U SAMRIID was 
concluded,! I turned over the remainder of □ Ba Ames Strain 

| advised tha t there xs writ ten documentation 

regarding , the transfer of the Ba to | I advised tha tl 

never transferred any Ba to any other researcher, nor did □ take 
any Ba out of Building 1412. 


b6 

b7C 


advised that 


to grow the Ba Ames St rain whi ch 
conduct | I research. 


did not know what media was used 
was g iven by IVINS ' group to 
was no t immediately 
but believed 


Jstated that 


aware of the concentration of spores in. 
that this was documented. | | stated tha tl [n otebooks are 

still located in the "hot suite" in Building I 1 



After the letter containing B.a. 
from the office of SENATOR THOMAS DASCHLE 

spores was recovered 
in September 2001.1 




has not been 

asked to participate m any > U7f - 'the forensic research related to the 

anthrax mailings. \ 

| advised that 

left USAMRIID and went 

to work at 

I stated tttatl 

i ; 

stated that 

last name unknown 

(LNU) worked at USAMRIID 


b6 

b7C 

b7F 


X 


advised that everyone l l observed conducting 

research at USAM RIID practic ed g ood safety procedures in the hot 
suites. | | advised that | | would have liked USAMRIID to have 
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had better access controls regarding the storage of bacteria and 
other agents. 




recalled f 



working in the 

l^pr^tory in I 

1 advided that 


alsct recalled 1 

Jfrom the laboratorv. 

stated that 1 


[ 


] stated that if one wanted to know what was go ing 


on at USAMRIID, they should talk to 

employees 


ad vised that I Idid not know 


working at USAMRIID. 


did remember | | telling | | about the 


advis ed that 

telephone I 


provide contact information for 


J may be able to 
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Date of transcription 05/28/2003 







office phone number f | and 

cell number | 

1 date of birth l Social 

Security Account Number I 

| home address 

1 

was interviewed atl place of 


b6 

b7C 


employment . After being advised of the i dentity of the interviewing 


agents and the purpose of the interview, 
following information: 


provided the 


received a 


involved in the 


A curriculum vitae provided by 
currently is the| 


is attached. 

which is 


|the United 

Stat es Army Medical Institute of Infectious Diseases (USAMRIID) 


from 
USAMRIID froml 


to the following: 


continuing education includes but is not limited 



investigation on 05/28/2 003 Frederick , MD 


279A-WF 
File # 279A-WF 


by 


-222936-POI 

222936-302 

T 


279A-BA-C101392 
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exp erience incl udes 
_ at USAMRIID. I 


I I has an 

work, experien ce, professional organization membership, 

| which is included in a 1A envelope with 

this report . 


stated that 


work included vaccine/antibiotics studies and 

I In these studies , I 

worked with a 


indicated that USAMRIID 


involv ed in work on m olecular biology of Bacillus anthracis (B.a. ) . 

stated that | ~| was aware o f the u tilization of wet spray 
while experimenting with (B.a.). I stated that other 

individuals, who were invo lved in mol ecular work with Ba, i ncluded 

~1 BRUCE IVINS I I 

was not 

aware of any work conducted at USAMRIID utilizing lyophilizers for 
drying (B.a.) . 


I I related that 

was not aware of any other disgruntle employee's at USAMRIID. 


related that 


weaponize B.a., but 


has the expertise to 
had not been working in the laboratory 
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at USAMRIID during the time 



These studies often dealt with the weaponization of (B.a.). 


Suite 


I stated that the Ames strain of B .a. was store d in 
in building 1425 at USAMRIID, and that | | worked in| | 


related that the only security or access problem 
that □ was aware, of at USAMRIID was an employee that gained access 


could 


to a hot suite using another employee's access badge, 
not recall who the employees were, but recalled that the 
individual/individuals involved in the incident had authorization 
to be in the hot suites, but forgot his/her access badge. ^ 


could not recall any other situation involving improper access to 
the hot suites. 


]was questioned as to the physical security at 


USAMRIID and as to any weakness in security that would allow 
someon e to take any biological or chemical agents from the base. 
’ ] stated that the base had tight controls in place and was 


partially due to Congress's implementation of the Select Agent Rule 
prior 1997, whereby controls were implemented to safe guard agents 
that were to be removed and transferred from facility to facility. 
These controls included the review and approval of any select agent 
transfer. by the Deputy Comma nder and the head of security of 
USAMRIID, | ~| stated that the recently adopted 

Patriot Act also tightened controls on the transfer of select 
agents . 


opined that the Ames strain use d in the Anthrax 
mailings could have come from USAMRIID, but ! l believe d that it 
would not ha ve b een taken from USAMRIID in a dry form. 


advised that ! ~| believes a person would have had to have taken a 
small amou nt of B .a. Ames, and would have had to grow the B,a. on 
their own. I I said that they could grow it using a blood agar 


and washing it with water three to five times, 
to ac hieve a high quality the spores could be 

times f |stated that in order to dry B.a., solvent methods could 


related in order 
washed up to fifteen 


b6 

b7C 
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be utilized rather than another drying process. In this wa y, the 
B.a. would not have to be milled to achieve a powder form, 
related that as soon as B.a. is dried it is a highly dangerous 
substance . 


[ 


, | theorized that i t is possible for one person to be 

responsible for the mailings but | l woul d not d iscount that the 
mailings were State sponsored terrorism. | then related thatf 


advised that Clorox would be sprayed on to 
decontaminate Class I and Class II bio-safety cabinets. 
Paraformaldehyde fumigation was also part of the Standard O peratin g 
Procedure (SOP) at USAMRIID in the decontamination process. 


stated that usage of glutaraldehye, as a decontamination agent, 
was limited and was not ut ilized in the suites as it was too 
dangerous , 


said that 


decontamination efforts at USAMRIID. 


the 



|saw 




|had not 

known 1 

very well at USAMRIID. 

stated that 1 





Iwas q uestioned as to involvement with 


recalled thatf 


recall any other specific information regarding 


could not 


| reques ted to end the interview before questioned 
had been concluded, as □ needed to respond to some incoming phone 


r > '» ♦ 
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calls . 
date . 


was agreeable to conclude the interview at a future 
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Date of transcription 05/30/2003 


On Mav 29, 2003, 

date of birth 

I | Social Security Account Number 

was 

interviewed at 1 1 place of employment, ! 


1 telephone 

1 bv Special 

Agents (SAs) 

After being 


advised of the identities of the inte rviewing Agents and the 
purpose of the interview. 


information: 

c 


provided the following 


ear ned a 
~~~l UNIVERSITY in 


] degree 


in 


working at 

initial work inv olved mat erials re search and durinqT 


and immediately began 


earned a 
In 


] degree in 


tenure at 


assisted with the 


. _began interacting 

with the UNITED STATES ARMY MEDICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF 
INFECTIOUS DISEASES (USAMRIID) in | | USAMRIID p ersonnel supp lied 

biological agents used for development and testing I I 


was the main point of contact at USAMRIID and 


, completed USAMRIID' S immuniz ation 

program and worked in room | | of Building [ 
recalled that initial work was conducted 


Sample handling and preparation were not conducted 

in a biosafety c ontainment suite, as the biological agen ts used in 


testin 
"hot 


“t 


such as f 


were not 

provided and handled these materials 
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and stored t hem in an upright, glas s-door refrigerator in room 


On occasion, [ 


would pi pet small volumes ot 

After use, all samples 




liquid material from vials onto 

and materi als were decon taminated, either ch emically or in the 
autoclave. ' 


b6 

b7C 

b2 

b7F 


£rimary function was 


J maintained a variable on-site schedule, 

working at USAMRIID one day a week, or less. 


While 


was employed with 


b6 

b7C 


During 

completed the immunization program and became 

scientist for the sample handling aspects of the 


b6 

b7C 

b2 

b7F 


interacted with f 


Collaboration 


develop and refine a technique for 


Jwork was 
Ames 


conducted with Bacillus anthracls (B.a.) Ames. The B.a 


spores 


stored in a refriaerator in room| |of Buildinq 

1 with 

the assistance of 1 1 used a hood line in room 


assisted 







work on the project as f 
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b6 

b7C 

b2 

b7F 


foremost responsibility was 


] The majority of Q 


] work 


Itime frame, f 1 


handled 

I but not the raw B.a. 

Ames spore material. 

recalled holding the container of 

B.a. spores and looking 

at the material in the biosafety hood on 

one occasion. Prior to] 

I B.a. 

Ames spores were stored 

on a small shelf in the room 1 Iwalk-in 


accessed this walk-in refrigerator in Building 

and indicated that the area was packed with various materials. 

.recal led seeing racks of tubes and plastic boxes with l ids; 

however, I did not look around too much. Once analyzed ini 


bleached to chemically deactivate the spores. 

I 


worked at USAMRIID initially as a 



b6 

b7C 


housing 

was shared with I - 



however. 

the work conducted by 

at USAMRIID 

was not 

related to 



hands-on work m the laboratory was sporadic, as 

1 primary 


function was that of 

did not know the 

specifics of the research conducted by 

indicated that 


"[current studies involve collaboration with USAMRIID personnel. 


The[ 


fusing B.a. Ames were completed 


biological agents. 


1 anticipated the set-up of this 1 

lat USAMRIID 


within the month. The project has been dormant of late, however, as 
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believed that the project will proceed a s 

has been 


funding, 

provided to USAMRIID for continued contributions to the project. 
Iwill supposedly re place | I 


arrangement . 


will continue to provide the 


expressed doubts as to the feasibility of this 


identified all of I I work areas at USAMRIID 
on a floor plan provided by the Agents. The floor p lan shown to 

I is mainta ined i n a 1A envelo pe (FD-340) . I Iwas 

in USAMRIID Bu ilding I 1 to access the 


building. 


L nqL 

but l I did not conduct laboratory work in this 


has never meet 


heard 


Aside from 

personnel d irectly involved in the i 

I did not intera ct with USAMRIID employees. 


and USAMRIID 


seeing 

laboratory spaces. 


recalled 

and individuals working in neighboring 
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On May 8, 2003, ( 

~~ ] | So cial Security Account Num ber 


I LUiLk. 

interviewed at I I place of employment. f 


date o f birth 
was 


' I by Special Agents (SAs) 


After being advised of the identities of the Agents, 
provided the following information: 


has bee n working at 
for approximately I 


i Prior to f 


Twa 


a a 


DC 

b7C 


the 


I wnen trie prolect was initiated. 


provided by [ 


]as the original 


was 


Funding was 


at the 
(US 
as 


.wanted to extend the study to the analysis of real 

] rather than just simulants; thus , l~ I contacted ^ 1 

MEDICA L RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF INFECTIOUS 
funded USAMRIID’ S 


ARMY 
ID) 
coul 


l 


% 


Diseases 

, contributions to the project, 

not provide funding to the military. A Memorandum of 

1 'and USAMRIID designating 


Understanding was drafted between[ . 

the Instit ute as the provider of bioloaip al agents for use in 
developing 


□ to conduct studies at USAMRIID for the project - They 
completed the vaccination series and began to work with I 


iMultiole bioloaical acrents wer^ 

used in the studies, including 

and Bacillus 

anthracis ( B.a .). 

both with 


| backgrounds, did not grow any of the biological agents 
for the studies . 


prompting to assistT 


the background necessary to 


was hired bv USAMRI ID at 


Iwith th e project. 


had 


and may have supplied 
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biol ogical samp les internally to personnel at U SAMRIID.[ 
grow l I used in the studies, rather I 


person g rowing the virus in 
USAMRIID. I | received samples tromf 

significantly with sample handling. | 
for use in the project. 


did not 

interfaced with a 


group at 
~| who assisted 


also 


In addition 


fp 


supplying 


pr ovided training to 


sa mples for the project. 


laboratory proto cols in a[ 
receive d initial I | training from 


spent no more than 40 hours in the 
spent a little more time than 


of usamrTTcT 


Initially, a commercial mass spectrometer was used to 
obtain the biological signatures of myriad agents . An organism in 
liquid form was deposited on a slide. Once dry, the slide was 
inserted into the instrum ent sample compartment for analysis. These 


measurements were made in 


] laboratory space. 


Extension of the projec t, to include [ 


] r eguired the construction of a 


taken to USAMRIID for testing. [ 


Oncef 


was used to condu ct the aerosq l work. 
group worked with 


] laborator 


was 


laboratory personnel, mainlvT 


1 
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I 


provided 

concentration of ~10 12 cfu/mL. 


H worked mainly with Bacillus anthracis. BRUCE IVINS 
'with ^a tube of liguid B.a. Ames spores at a 

did not know the specifics of 


how the spores were grown, but recalled that the material was 
gradient purified using renograph. No additives were used to 
enhance the prope rties of the spores. The Ames spore preparation 
was stored ^in the | 1 walk-in cooler in the containment 


facility of Building I The tape samples containing deposited 

agents were stored in a Tupperware container in the same location. 

I I did not recall the m aintenance of a log or inventory for the 

walk-in cooler. ~ ■ ‘ 


]was aware of the location and types of 
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samples | group was storing. | | dici not know what other 

materials were stored in the cooler. The cooler was accessi ble to. 
anyone with authorization to enter the hot area of Building | | 

The tapes containing biological agents were autoclaved 
and discarde d after use . A total of ~50 sample tapes were made for 


the project. _ 
remaining B.a 


Ames spores when 


was desi gnated a s the caretaker of the 


left USAMRIID. 


aside from 


~| conducted very limited work with the B.a. Ames, 


assisted with a 



has never met | 

did not hang 

around USAMRIID outside of| | laboratory work and knew 1 

individuals at the Institute, including 



1 could not recall 

response. I 

Idid not attend anv 



I did not meet I I 


at USAMRIID. 


I 


Ift id not recall discussions with 

I I regarding what countries had weaponized anthrax. 

Medical and environmental biological samples may have been 
discussed, as scientists often culture isolates from dead animals 
to obtain diverse strains for assay development. 


did not believe, for several reasons, that the 
anthrax mailings were performed by a terrorist organization. The 
mailer did not capitalize on the advantage gained after the first 
ma ilings b y sending additional letters . The odd pattern indicated 
to I I that the mailer ran out of agent, which would be unlikely 


for a terrorist group capable of manufacturing a large amount of 


material . 
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with 


at USAMRIID. 


prior to working 


left USAMRIID for a iob at the 


worked at the 
two people formerly at USAMRIID, 


for approx imately 


]h 


as 


one or, 


has continued to work at 




I will be taken to nSAM RTTD fnr 


studies using biological agents. | I will us e 

the same B.a. Ame s spore preparation used initially bv l I 

j trained personnel will also help run the samples, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 07/28/2003 


~1 social security number [ 


dat^e of birth 


home 


address I . ~ I home 

telephone number was interviewed at I I place of 

employment, the United States Army Medical Research Institute of 

Fort Detrick, Maryland, work 


b6 

b7C 


Infectious Disea ses (USAMRIID) 
telephone number 


After being advised of the 


identities of the T hrerviewinq agents and the purpose of the 


interview, 


provided the following information: 


employed at USAMRIID sincef 


University. / 


and has been 

received a degree 




^ 



I work at USAMRIID is 

mostlv conducted in the 

gained suite access in 


1 wa s not positive if 
I stated the last time 


has 


participated in aerosol challenges . 
ever handled Baci llus anthracis (BA) 

□ believed handled anthrax was in 

received a p ipet of a solution from BRUC^ IVIN S which 

aaar> plates . ) I believed the solutions were anthrax and does 

not know the t^/pe of strain. 


spread on 


work, 
anthrax , 


does not maintain a diary or log concerning | 

doe s not use a lyophilizer and has never dried 
does not use sterilite containers and does not 


does 


recall seeing these type of containers at USAMRIID . t 

not kn ow where anthrax is stored but guessed it would be in the[ 
suite . 


b6 

b7C 

b2 

b7F 


the anthrax mailings 


does not know of anyone who could be associated with 


uses t he wal k in cooler on the | Loear 

ifo. building | | to store vials of serum. I 

never witnessed anyone 11 pig gy back" in and out of the hot/ suites, 
and could not recall if I l had ever saw foreign visitors enter the 


hot suites . 
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has not been contacte d by anyo ne trying to obtain 


anthrax or anything else from USAMRIID. |_^ does not use or 

purchase pre- stamped envelopes and has not / seen any at USAMRIID. 


never met 


1 does not perso nally kno w [ 


never saw 


] and has 


at USAMRIID. 




Jersey. 

the anthraS” mailings . [ 
employee time sheets records . 


I has no friends or associate s who reside in New 
belie ves I 


. during the dat^ s of 
Jprovided agents copies of 


Copies of 
1A envelope . 


time sheet records are enclosed in a 
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primary work areas are SuitesT 

and 

also works in 

Suitel Rooms! 

| and Building 

Rooms I 

f x*0Cfu.snt 1"V" • 1 

does some work for 


i 


Date of transcription 07 /24 / 2003 


On July 22, 
] interviewed [~ 


2003, SA|" 


social security account number [ 


| and SA 

~| date o f birthl 

~|at | I place of 


employment, the United States Army Medical Resea rch Institute of 
Infectious Diseases (USAMRII D), located at I | Port er Street, Fort 
Detrick, Maryland, telephone 


where | | works as a 


After being 


advised of the iden tity of the agents and the purpose of the 

J j ! . » — . . J H a J 1— T-> a. -C ~! 1 ^ in /n ■ v'tyi -■> 4- m . 


interview, 


provided the following information: 



wears gloves th e en tire time that | | is in a hot 
sui te , with the excepti on o f when □ is in the office area and when 
□ u ses the telephone . □ only wears glov es i n a cold laboratory 

when l I is using sterile technique or when □ is working inside of 
a hood. 

Some piggyback entry occurs through doorways around 
USAMRIID, however it has decreased within the last two year s. 

There is not any piggyback entry into hot suites . £ 


knew of 


one exception to this wherein a person who was in training and did 


07/22/2003 a t Fort Detrick, Maryland 


Investigation on 

Vi 279A-WF- 222936- 
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SA 
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did not work with or handle the letter, envelope 

or material contained ther ein f rom the Daschle, Leahy, New York 
Post, or Brokaw mailings. | | only knowledge of any work done with 

the letters is as follows. 



bo 

h7C 

b2 
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Building 


] advised that the airlock on the 


of 

If a 


is not meant to be used as an entry for people. 

person was to enter the hot side through any door other than the 
change rooms, an alarm would ring. If one of the two doors leading 
to the airl ock i s open, the other door ca nnot be open a t the same 


time. The 
building. 


passbox is located on the 


J of the 


has worked all strains of Bacillus anthracis 


(B.a.) that IVINS mai ntains including Vollum IB and Texas. 


Bacillus anthracis (B.a.) Ames spores for use 
in aer osol studies and has used B.a. Ames in injection studies as 
well. has also done anthrax I I studies with 


b 6 
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BASSETT grows f I own B.a. Ames spores using the 
Leighton-Doi method. The only inmibstor that he has ever used for 
this purpose is located in Room I | 
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obtained 

original B.a. Ames stock from a 1998 IVINS stock solution. 


I 


_in the -70 degree Celsius freezer 

located in the Suitel I hallway, and in the refrig erator in Room 

and a freezer log 
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is maintained which contains such information as who the material 
belongs to and where it originated from. 


^autoclaves any extra B.a. Ames spores on the same 


day of the study in which it was used, with the exception of when 
the autoclave is down for main tenance . | | has never shared any 

B.a. Ames spore preparations. I 
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has never worked withQ 


no knowledge of a mo ck dry B.a. Ames experiment | ~ 

stored media plates in th e Roo m f 

Ames stored in there . | |never saw 


and JZL had 


and never saw any BTa 
near Room 


co ld room. 
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Date of transcription 05/16/2003 


On May 13, 2003, 
so cial ._s ecur.it: 
interviewed at 


date of birth 


J was 


nv 

± 


b€ 

blC 


jgfidAaaL,^ (usamriid) ( , — 

After being advis ed of th e identity of the agents and the purpose 
of the interview, I I provided the following information: 


In addition to 

created for SA 

1 Baltimore FBI; 



aqreed to locate a copy of the 

for 

the agents. 


bo 
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1 worked 

in some capacity with 



1 


| | recollection of 

Iwork with the 

the 


individuals present, anc 




had limited contact with 


I was not present for the f 
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advised that USAMRIID received very little 
material from the Brokaw letter, only two to three "grains". The 
New York FBI office first sent the letter to the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) , and the FBI then moved the letter from the 
CDC to USAMRIID. USAMRIID was advised not to do any work with the 
letter until given further not ice, and it was store d at roo m 


temperature in Room 


in a locked cabinet . 


thinks 
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that one "grain" of the B.a. was removed and sent for EM. A swab 
of the envelope was taken for culture purposes . 


USAMRI ID held the Leahy letter in storage and did not do 
any work with it for an extended period of time. The letter 
remained in the original plastic can in which it was received, with 
the evidence tape still intact. During this time, there were 
numerous meetings about how the letter should be handled, and a 
protocol was written outl ining the exact steps to be taken. In 
addition, a room in Suite T I was being set up to work the Leahy 


letter in accordance with the established protocol . 


was moved 

into Suitel I to be used for work with the Leahy letter. This 


use of 
one . 


volunteered the 


in response to a canvass of USAMRI ID requesting 


From the time the Leahy letter was opened, the two person 
team rule was put into effect from that point forward. Once the 
doors to Rooms r ~| wer< | double se cured, the stored 

letters were moved there from Room 
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